March 18, 2009

To:  Coastal Bend Mission Center Pastors

Friends,

 

At the Coastal Bend Congregational Leaders' Retreat I shared with the pastors that my son,  Andy, who is a Field Minister serving as Congregational Consultant for the Heart of Texas Mission Center, has been conducting a Sermon Round Table for several weeks. In the Sermon Round Table the people assigned to preach or preside on a given Sunday are invited to participate in a conference call on the Sunday before to discuss the bolded scripture in the World Church Worship Helps for the service in which they will be preaching or presiding.  

 

Andy and the Leadership Team of Heart of Texas Mission Center have agreed to invite ministers from Coastal Bend Mission Center to participate in the Sermon Round Table as well. The format of the Round Table is that at the beginning of the call, Andy shares some background information including how the scripture relates to the point in the Christian Calendar (Advent, Epiphany, Lent, etc.),  and then participants share ideas and questions about how they might preach or organize the worship service using the bolded text. At times other scriptures listed in the Worship Helps for the Sunday are also discussed in relation to the bolded one. Of course, participation in the Sermon Round Table is completely optional, as is the decision of the preacher and presider whether to use the specific text that is discussed.  
Eric Cox has agreed to be the person who will organize the call-in procedure for Coastal Bend. This will mean that Eric will e-mail weekly to the persons assigned in each congregation to preach and preside, inviting them to the conference call and advising them how and at what time to call in. The time of the conference call will remain constant from week to week.  On those weeks when Andy is not available because of travel, he will arrange a guest to be the lead the discussion. 

 

For the call to be participative, it is necessary to limit the size to a group small enough that all can have an opportunity to speak if they wish. At present there is sufficient room on the conference call that Heart of Texas shares each week for several more people than have been calling in. While we expect that the participation of those in Heart of Texas will grow as the program continues, we will begin with those from Coastal Bend calling in at the same time as those from Heart of Texas. If the size grows large enough to make it necessary, we will create a second conference call, probably half an hour after the first has ended.  The conference call takes place from 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM Sundays, to discuss the text for the following Sunday.

 

There are two things that each pastor needs to do for the congregation to share in this ministry.  

1) Each pastor or a designate please send to Eric the congregation’s monthly or quarterly schedule showing who is assigned to preach and preside, including their e-mail addresses. Eric will send the invitations and call-in information by e-mail during the week prior to the call.  Then each person who chooses to do so will call in at the indicated time. Eric’s e-mail address is cox@cisco.com. 
  

2) Each pastor please make this ministry known to those in your congregation who are scheduled to preach or preside, and advise them that they will be receiving a message from Eric in the week prior to their assigned date once the program begins for Coastal Bend.  Participation is entirely voluntary.
The call-in procedure is simple to do to at present. It is possible that we will change the server used for the calls in the future, but the new system will also be user friendly, and instructions to call in will be sent each week, at least until and if it becomes routine information. 

 
We hope that you will find this ministry helpful for those who preach and preside. We will begin as soon as we have the information from congregations, and we will advise you of the start date for Coastal Bend’s participation. If you have questions, feel free to contact Eric or me.    

 

In Christ,
 

Terry
